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The basic problem for most farm and recreational ponds is they are
artificially made without natural structure. You can provide that natural
structure a little at a time and have a natural pond.

Ponds are not just a hole in the ground with water in them. Ponds are
habitat for plants and animals. Without placing the right habitat in the pond,
you will not have a balanced ecology OR a good looking pond. This is a
process where the entire pond and its ecology have to be considered; and
although very complex is composed of very understandable parts. I will
briefly describe them.

Pond Plants

Plants do many things for your pond. They are responsible, in-part,
for the respiration of the pond. This keeps the animals alive in the pond.
Plants consume fertilizers before they enter your pond; and thus weeds and
algae won’t grow in the pond. The plants also offer habitat for fish, wildlife
and birds.

T Pond Doctor recommends three levels of planting. Our
prescription is for water plants and bog flowers in the pond (Level I), grasses
and rushes (marginal, Level II), and shrubs and trees (canopy, Level III).
Most man-made ponds do not have these plants. Decades if not centuries
are required to establish plant ecology. With just a little instruction, your
pond can be planted in a few years.

Native perennials are the best to use for your pond because they thrive
and once established will care for your pond continuously. Although most
ponds have some of these plants already, they usually have only 5 or 6
species. The key to pond health is to create a diverse ecology. You may
need as many as 50 species. The fall, winter and spring is the best time to
establish these perennial plants. ™ Pond Doctor can help you select these
plants and how to place them.

Ornamental perennials that are non-native can also be used. Like
native plants, they also help the pond and offer a great variety of color.

As always, price is the major problem in stocking a pond with the
proper plants. Because as many as 3,000 plants are necessary for a 4 acre
pond, I recommend native plants as they are inexpensive. Many of these
plants are readily available on the pond’s property or on nearby properties. I
identify these plants and show pond owners how to transplant them or take






